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Dr. Laurie Locascio 

Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards and Technology 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Gaithersburg, MD 

 

Dear Dr. Locascio, 

 

We, the undersigned, are U.S. stakeholder organizations representing a broad cross section of 

industry and technology sectors, including critical and emerging technologies. We have a strong and 

vested interest in a vibrant and successful standards system that contributes to U.S. technological 

leadership. We and our members and stakeholders participate in hundreds of standards developing 

activities in a broad range of standards organizations around the world.  

 

We welcome the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft Roadmap and appreciate the open 

and inclusive process that NIST, as the implementer, followed in seeking stakeholder input after the 

release of the USG NSSCET.  

 

While we are pleased to see the Roadmap acknowledge the private sector-led nature of the U.S. 

standards system, we are concerned that statements in the draft Roadmap contradict the U.S. 

government’s commitment to this proven system, for example by calling for shared public and 

private sector leadership. This may inadvertently weaken the very system that the strategy and 

roadmap seek to strengthen. We write today with the purpose of reinforcing the effectiveness of 

the private sector-led system, and urge you to meet with ANSI and private-sector stakeholders to 

discuss and address these concerns, preferably prior to releasing the final Roadmap. 

 



Even within critical and emerging technologies, the U.S. approach to standards includes a range of 

standards organizations with different models for standards development, different needs, and 

varying dynamics. The draft Roadmap fails to recognize these distinctions, which constitute an 

important feature that directly contributes to the strength of our system. It generalizes issues, 

challenges, and potential actions that might be appropriate for very specific issues limited to specific 

organizations, and applies them to all standards forums.  

 

We are also concerned about mixed messages in the Roadmap that appear to indicate the U.S. 

government is undertaking activities that are duplicative of what the private sector is already 

successfully undertaking, for example calling for the U.S. government to deepen cooperation with 

allies and partners on standards governance and development. The roadmap does not describe how 

increased government activities will be coordinated with the private sector; lack of sufficient 

coordination could result in conflicts that diminish U.S. leadership in standardization. This concern is 

further heightened as many of the proposed activities and outcomes require significant and long-

term budgetary investments by the U.S. government. Furthermore, the Roadmap does not address 

the allocation of responsibilities—that is, which U.S. government agency will lead on which 

outcome/action—raising uncertainty for the private sector and questions about accountability and 

leadership.  

 

Finally, the Roadmap emphasizes the intent to work with likeminded partners to maintain the 

integrity of the international standards development processes, yet there is no discussion of how 

the U.S. government will address actions by allies and partner governments that disproportionately 

disadvantage U.S. stakeholders in international standards activities or undermine international 

standards processes.  

 

The public-private partnership model is key to the success of the private sector-led U.S. approach to 

standards. In the spirit of this partnership, we look forward to working with you to address our 

concerns with the draft Roadmap, and in shaping the Roadmap to be a useful tool for the U.S. 

government’s engagement in standards. 

 

Sincerely, 



AAMI (The Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation) 
Pamela Arora 
President & CEO 
 
ACT | The App Association 
Morgan Reed 
President 
 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
Joe Bhatia 
President & CEO 
 
American Petroleum Institute (API) 
Anchal Liddar 
Senior Vice President, Global Industry Services 
 
American Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP) 
Pamela J. Walaski, CSP, FASSP 
President  
 
Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (AHAM) 
Heidi King 
VP Legislative Affairs and Foresight 
 
ASTM International  
Andrew G. Kireta Jr.  
President  
 
ATIS 
Susan Miller 
President & CEO 
 
Consumer Technology Association (CTA) 
Ed Brzytwa, Vice President, International Trade 
Veronica A. Lancaster, Vice President, Standards Programs 
 
Corning Incorporated  
Peter Pondillo 
Senior Manager, Technical Standards & Standards Policy 
 
Elisabeth George Consulting, LLC 
Elisabeth George 
President/Owner 
 
INCITS (InterNational Committee for Information Technology Standards) 
Laura Lindsay, INCITS Executive Board Chair 



Jennifer Garner, INCITS Secretariat – VP Standards Programs 
 
Intel 
Phil Wennblom 
Global Director, Standards Policy  
 
ITI 
Naomi Wilson 
Senior Vice President of Policy for Asia and Global Trade 
 
Kaiser Permanente 
Jamie Ferguson 
VP, Health IT Strategy & Policy 
 
Microsoft 
Laura Lindsay 
Senior Standards Strategist 
 
National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) 
Patrick Hughes 
Senior Vice President, Strategy, Technical, and Industry Affairs 
 
NSF  
Jessica Evans 
Director, Standards 
 
Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) 
Melissa Newman 
Senior Vice President of Government Affairs 
 
UL Standards & Engagement (ULSE) 
Sonya Bird 
VP – International Standards 
 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Abel Torres  
Executive Director, Center for Global Regulatory Cooperation 
 
Veracity IP Consulting, LLC 
Earl Nied 
Founder and CEO  
 


